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Dear colleagues,  

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

 

It is a pleasure for me to address the 6th Global Investigative 

Journalism Conference, on the tenth anniversary of its foundation in 

Copenhagen. 

 

As you know, investigative journalism means the unveiling of matters 

that are concealed either deliberately by someone in a position of 

power, or accidentally, behind a mass of facts and circumstances, and 

the analysis and exposure of all relevant facts to the public. In this way, 

investigative journalism crucially contributes to freedom of expression 

and freedom of information, which are at the heart of UNESCO’s 

mandate. The role that media can play as a watchdog is indispensable 

for democracy and why UNESCO fully supports initiatives to strengthen 

investigative journalism throughout the world. 
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I take this opportunity to thank Mr Mark Lee Hunter and all those who 

have contributed to the draft “Global Casebook of Investigative 

Journalism” for their excellent work. The draft text is a follow up to 

UNESCO’s publication entitled “Story-Based Inquiry: A Manual for 

Investigative Journalists”. This publication has been adopted by many 

journalism programmes in the Arab States, Asian countries, the United 

States of America and the Russian Federation. The need for a case 

book originated from the users as complementary material for training 

purpose. It will also enable and enhance the exchange of good practice 

and networking in investigative journalism throughout the world.  

 

We warmly invite you to provide comments and suggestions on this 

draft casebook before it is published by UNESCO in the coming year. I 

believe this casebook will complement the training manual by providing 

a valuable resource for journalists and media professionals, as well as 

for journalism trainers and educators. It will also be used by UNESCO 

field offices to conduct journalism training on investigative reporting. 

 

UNESCO constantly fosters the debate on media accountability and 

professional and ethical standards, which provide journalists with 
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guiding principles on how to best exercise their profession including 

investigative reporting. We would like to join our efforts with you in 

promoting investigative journalism worldwide and sincerely wish this 

conference to be a great success! 

 

Thank you. 
 


